Short latency somatosensory evoked potentials in Charcot-Marie-Tooth disease. A family with an intermediate form.
9 patients with Charcot-Marie-Tooth Disease (CMTD) of intermediate type (PMA type II, 10), all from the same family, presented with a significant increase of the interpeak N9-N13 latency. This increase is already present in the pre-symptomatic phase of the disease and there is no significant difference between the various patients of different ages and clinical severity, indicating that the lesions appears very early and tends to establish itself equally early. Similar behaviour is also seen in the distal conduction velocity along the sensitive fibres, while the more proximal areas seem to be relatively spared. The authors interpret these data as an expression of a distal central peripheral sensory neuropathy. In contrast, the lesion of the peripheral motor fibres, particularly in the legs, has a different and more severe pattern of evolution. Alterations in central conduction time (N13-N20) were not seen in any of the 9 patients studied.